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Pecture. GRAMAM TIDY
Atexander Downer a pledge ‘o do everyth ng | can to restore hope and a brght future for Austraka
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Carolyn and John Hewson “I'm hagpy

Picture: RICHARD BRIGE -
320Ut 15 decision 10 stay

Carolyn stands by
her politician

By MARGO KINGSTON

Al drinks, for the last time in
the Opposition Leader's office,
Carolyn Hewson looked to the fu.
ture of her parimer John.

She will go to work in her mer-
chant bank tomorrow, and then
consider a holiday for & time, but
she wholeheartedly accepts her
husband's decision to continue in
the Liberal Parry game.

It is well known that after the
election loss, Carolyn Hewson
wanied John Hewson o do some-
thing else, Now, she knows better
— gbout him and »hat drives him.
And she knows all about the num-
bers, and where they came and
wenl, She is passionately loval to
her partner and was intensely in-
volved in his last stand

“He has an enormous amouni 1o
contribute to policy development.
The obvious areas are finance,
mreasury, or rade. And he has a
new passion for arts (which he
ook on post-glection). He really
enjoyed that

“His sweress in broadening par-
ty policy at the last election to
include all women's issves, espe-
cially child care and superannua-
tion packages for women, incleding
those working part-time or having
1o leave work for a period was a
greal achievement. | hope he cun-
tinges his work in this area.

"l was alwavs wpset that he
wasa't given recognition for social
policy before the lust election. He
moved the party's position dramat-
wally in the areas of women, Ab-

original  reconciliation, .nd
education for those not necessarils
ghle o pay.”

She makes it clear that the deci-
sion on what portfulio to take will
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sion on what p-nrduhu 1w hke -nI.J
be his. and that he won't take
whatever is offered.

Asked if they had discussed his
future before the ballot she says
no. “We rthought he'd win.”

“I'm h.lp?} about his decision w
stay, He has got a lot to offer. He
has enormogs abilities as a policy

developer,

“John is an ideas person. His
mind is crowded with ideas, he has
a brain that won't stop throwing
them up and the party has benefit-
ed from that

“The other thing about Joha s
that he has lived what the Liberal
Party stands for. It's abouot giving
everyone @ choice, giving ever-
body an opportuniny 1o succeed,
evervone a chance to gros

“John is g living exampee of
somenne who has taken advaniage
of opportunity and built himself
and grown us s person throggh
that process.”

She savs that, as a child, Hew-
son would never have been picked
as a potential politician. “He never
had the confidence 10 be one of
these people who let garbage roll
out of their mouths. He was gl
wavs thoughtful, clear thinking
He epitomises what the [ibera
Party stands for ™

Carolyn Hewson refused s
night v be pablicly bimer 2o
Hewson's downfall

Contrued on Page 3

Carolyn backs
her politician

Continued from Page 1

But she did sav she was converned
“that wican™t &% a natom Congems
an the issues we seem Wy e getling
I1u |l|-.1 ||1'- wilh .ur» il |I|I ang atwly
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Bound up with persopality and sty
and presence or b fack of 1

“Some of that Blame les with the
media, and some with a constant focus
on mundless and ofien  unscenti
pollting ™

Hewson joked thatr what he regret-
ted ot abyout the week S Triuma wis
the Cannonbal] Run, this woek's wild
car race from BParwin to Alice Springs
I hat was where he would have been
had other events nol intervened

A gquick look ot the TV repaorts
strrie chat about what had happened
and what could have heen, and the
Hewosoms flew 1 Syvdnes

They sl gorn sttt and sapporters
for danner i Canberra tonight. To s
thanks
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